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Design and Implementation| Communication

Chinese whispers – 40 min
20 Master students, 4 groups of 5 students

Have access to image 
during 10 min

Receive the verbal 
description of 2 min 

and cannot ask 
questions to role A

Can only ask 
questions to role B 

during 10 min

Role A (2 students) Role B (2 students) Role C (1 student)

Can only describes 
verbally the image to 

role B in 2 min 

Can only respond 
verbally to role C 

during 10 min

Have to draw the 
image given to role A 

(2 min)
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› Rubric
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Methods
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› Self-assessment 
questionnaire
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Methods
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› Semi-structured interview

› 2 lecturers



Results
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Results| Communication activity – drawings
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G1

28p

G4

36p

G3

25p

G2

24p
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Results| Communication activity – students 
brainstorm
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“Black was not in my mental view. It’s difficult to not be bias about the concepts 
that we have in mind and change them.” – role C student of group 3

“When I think about a cow, I imagined it white with black spots. The colours 
confused me. A black cow and black trees…” – role C student of group 2

“I never thought about asking the sizes of the objects” – role C student of Group 2
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Results| Communication activity - questionnaire
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n = 19 students
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Results| Communication activity - questionnaire
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n = 19
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Conclusion & Recommendations

› Successful pilot study

› “It was a really good activity and it was for students a nice exercise”

› Useful activity and can be integrate again in the course next year
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› Clear instructions of the activity – distribution of handouts

› Lager or different rooms to avoid contact between groups

› An observer per group to make sure that the rules of the activity are 
kept.



Thank you for your attention!

Mariana Leandro Cruz, MSc.
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